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at once and sent back to the Potosi mines. Some provinces had
become so depopulated that they did not have enough Indians
to meet the quota. In such cases the justictas (procurers of the
mitas) and the mine owners forced the Indian caciques to hire
the Indians from other districts at the expense of the caciques.
The Indians in mita worked twelve hours a day, going down
as much as six hundred feet, working by candle light In stifling
air. Ascending, they had to carry the metal on their backs; the
trip out took five hours, and a false step might mean death.
Reaching the surface, often they would be denounced by the
overseer for idling, or for bringing up so light a load, and would
be sent back into the mine. Their wage was so low that it failed
even to supply the bare necessities of life.
Surely, the reader will be moved to exclaim, these conditions
could not have been representative. The Indians would have
been annihilated utterly.
They were annihilated. In the Audencias of Lima and Char-
cas, for example, the Indians declined from 1,490,000 in 1561
to 612,000 in 1754. And prior to 1561, the depopulation had
been enormous. In 1553, Francisco de Victoria, of the Council
of the Indies, had reported that "the abominations cried to
heaven." Men and women, young and old, he reported, were
being forced to work in the mines without rest; and for food
they were allowed one pint of maize a day. As the Indian man-
power died off, the Indian women were put into the mines
more ruthlessly, working in knee-deep water through the coldest
season of the year.
Finally the Crown itself showed distress. In 1581 Philip II
addressed the Audencia of Guadalajara. One-third of the In-
dians had been destroyed already, the Crown stated, Those yet
living were being forced to pay the tributes for the dead. They
were being bought and sold. They slept in the fields. Mothers
killed their children rather than let them be taken to the Snines.
"TThuS wrote the Monarch himself to his subordinates.
* 'The problem beckons us out from the New World, and back
to Spain and Europe. Charles V had resisted the encomtenda;
the repartimiento, the mita; then had yielded to them; then had
made them his own instruments for tribute. He believed that he
could curb their ferocities through regulation, But he and his
successors failed to curb themselves.
Philip II had warred with the Netherlands. The Moors had
revolted and the ensuing Civil War in Spain had desolated
Granada. The Barbary pirates were scourging the coasts. The
Crown's treasury, practically non-existent, had been inadequate